MARLBOROUGH
This letter, written so secretly to his intimate friend and
kinsman seven years before the revolution of 1688, must not
be forgotten in the unfolding of our story.
On December 12, 1681, Argyll was brought to trial for
treason for explaining that he took the Oath of Allegiance
" as far as it was consistent with the Protestant religion/' and
" not repugnant to it or his loyalty." By the exertions of
James he was condemned to death. On the eve of his
execution he escaped by a romantic artifice and for a time
lay hidden in London. When the news of his refuge was
brought to the King by officious spies, the tolerant Charles
brushed them away with the remark, " Pooh, pooh, a hunted
partridge 1 " His brother had a different outlook.
Churchill had deplored Argyll's sentence. Me wrote to
Sir John Wcrdcn, the Duke of York's secretary, and told
him he hoped on account of their old friendship that Argyll
would receive no punishment; and he wrote to George
Legge that he trusted Argyll's escape from prison would be
looked on as a thing of no great consequence.1
The author of The Lives of the Two Illustrious Generals relates
that when in Scotland Churchill had " preserved from ruin
and destruction several poor people whose scruples of con-
science rendered them obnoxious to the laws then in force/*
We have therefore not only Sarah's octogenarian recollections,
but Churchill's conversation with Barillon, the reliance that
Sunderland put on him to moderate James, and Churchill's
clear dislike of the treatment of Argyll, All these are trust-
worthy proofs of the growth of honest, grievous differences
in political temper and outlook between James and his trusted
servant.
The leaders of Scottish society were not men of half-'
measures.   Affronted to the core by the ill-usage of their
country as it continued year after year, they devoted their
1 Churchill's letter to Werden does not survive, but the reply (Blenheim MSS.)
proves its tenoiir. He wrote on December 22, 1681, to Churchill, " Your's of the
13th is ye freshest yt I have had from you; & by others service [?] I find ye Issue to
the Ea. of Argille's Tryall such as was expected ; & now (in regard to Yr old ffriend-
ship, which you put me in Mind of) I hope he will have the Kings Pardon, & yc Effects
of His Bounty, & hereafter in some Measure deserve both," See also Churchill to
Legge, January 5, 1682, Dartmouth Papers, H.M.C., pp. 55-56 (wrongly dated 1681).